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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-15 A-01 OPR-02 SY-10 AID-20 PC- 15 

COME-OO EB-11 LAB-06 SIL-01 OC-06 CCO-OO DRC-01 /199 W 

023847 

R 042217Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9722 
INFO USCINCSO 
AMCONSUL CALI UNN 
AMCONSUL MEDELLIN UNN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BOGOTA 8234 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CO 

SUB J : CHAUFFEUR UNIONS CAPITULATE 
REF: BOGOTA 8193 

1. LATE OCT 3, CHAUFFEURS UNIONS ISSUED PROCLAMATION CALLING 
AN END TO THE 3-DAY STRIKE. LATER, THE UNIONS LED BY COLOMBIAN 
WORKERS CONFEDERATION (CTC) PRES MERCADO, AND INCLUDING REPS FROM 
THE UNION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS' (UTC) MET WITH LABOR MIN MURGAS, 
WHO AGREED TO MEET WITH CHAUFFEURS AND OWNER REPS BEGINNING 
OCT 4 TO SEEK SOLUTION TO WORKER DEMANDS. 

2. GOC ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT BUS FARES WOULD NOT BE RAISED BUT 
THAT BUS OWNERS WOULD RECEIVE INCREASED SUBSIDY. SUBSIDY WILL 
NOT BE UNIFORM THROUGHOUT COUNTRY, VARYING ACCORDING TO 
POPULATION AND REGION SERVED. 
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3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REFTEL, DE FACTO END TO STRIKE OCCURRED 
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DURING COURSE OF OCT 3, AND THE UNIONS' FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT THEY WERE ENDING THE STRIKE ONLY RECOGNIZED THEIR FAILURE 
TO GAIN ANY OF THEIR DEMANDS. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT NOW THAT THE 
STRIKE IS OVER, AND THE WEAKNESS OF THE UNIONS HAS BEEN DEMON- 
STRATED, THAT THE GOC, AND PERHAPS THE EMPLOYERS, WILL PROVIDE 
TO THE WORKERS AT LEAST A PORTION OF WHAT THE UNIONS WERE 
UNABLE TO OBTAIN FOR THEIR MEMBERS. 

SINN 
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